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The tendencies of organizational development of the world cooperative movement
have been investigated. The institutional preconditions of international cooperative coope-
ration are determined. The results of the activity of the European Community of Consumer
Cooperatives are analyzed. The basic directions of activity of association of consumer coope-
ratives of Europe are proved.
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TI'puniox H. Koonepamuenas nompeoumensvcrkana cems Eeponwi. Hcciedosanul
meHOeHYyUul OP2aHU3AYUOHHO20 PA3SUMUSL MUPOBO20 KOONepamueHo2o 0sudicenus. Onpede-
JIeHbl UHCMUMYYUOHATbHBIE NPEONOCHIIKU MEHCOYHAPOOHO20 KOONEPAMUBHOLO COMPYOHU-
yecmea. IIpoanarusuposanvl pesyabmamsl OesmeIbHOCIU e8PONeNcKo2o coobujecmsa
nompebumenvckux Koonepamusos. OOOCHOBaHbI OCHOBHbIE HANPABLEHUA O0eAMeTbHOCU
006veduHeHus nompebumenbCekux Koonepamugog Eeponi.

Kniouesvle cnoea: xoomnepauusi, MOTpeOUTENIbCKAas KOOMEpAlusi, e€BpoIencKast
KOOTIepaTUBHAs OTpeduTenbcKas ceth, EuroCoop.

Background. During the last century, the world cooperative move-
ment has undergone active development, which has been marked by the
growth of the number of cooperatives and their members, the consolidation
of cooperative organizations and the concentration of cooperative capital, an
increase in the scale of economic activity of cooperatives, an increase in the
influence of cooperative ideology, active cooperation of cooperatives on the
national and international levels with the formation of an international
cooperative network [1; 2]. Cooperative activities are an integral part of the
modern economy of most countries: there are more than 1 million coope-
rative organizations in the world with more than 130 species that bring to-
gether more than 1 billion people [3].

The particular importance of the cooperative sector of the economy
confirmed by the experience of developing the form mentioned above of
management in EU countries: almost half of the total number of coope-
ratives in the world are European cooperatives, whose members are about
150 million people from 46 European countries [4]. The results of the study
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of trends in the development of the cooperative sector of the economy in
Europe allowed us to formulate such characteristic features of this process:
significant, continually increasing volumes of activity of cooperative enterpri-
ses and organizations; high level of competitiveness of cooperative enter-
prises on the national and world markets; active state support and encoura-
gement of cooperative activity; diversification and industrialization of traditio-
nal types of cooperatives; the growth of the capacity of the tertiary sector
cooperatives; high level of integration of cooperatives in different fields of acti-
vity; growth of the innovative nature of cooperative management; active support
and mutual assistance of cooperative organizations of different countries among
themselves; deepening of the international integration of cooperatives [5].

Cooperation of cooperative organizations today takes place on a glo-
bal and continental scale. Cooperation penetrates all new spheres of human
life, in particular in education, health care, sports, tourism.

The primary trend in the development of the modern cooperative
movement is the intensification of international cooperation at the regional
and world levels.

In the context of globalization of the economy and the information
revolution, the economic expediency of activating the cooperation of coope-
rative organizations reflected in a more effective mechanism of resource
support activities, production modernization, the introduction of new techno-
logies, the exchange of experience and training of personnel. International
cooperation within the framework of a single network is carried out now
both based on special partnership agreements and through international
cooperative organizations.

Analysis of recent researches and publications. The research of the
activities of the modern international cooperative movement is devoted to
the scientific works of many domestic and foreign scholars [6-9].

Vysin V., Vysina T., Kravchuk P. focus on the study of the current orga-
nizational structure and priority areas of activity of the International Coope-
rative Alliance (ICA) as the world centre of the cooperative movement [9].
Manzhura O., emphasizing the need to adapt the experience of the European
cooperative movement to Ukrainian conditions, defines the creation of
a national cooperative alliance as the main strategic direction for integrating
the cooperative model of the national economy into the activities of the
cooperative sector of Europe [8].

Western researchers of the cooperative movement Borzaga C., Michie J.,
Blasi R. have emphasized the importance of effective international collabo-
ration to enhance the competitiveness of cooperative systems in different
countries [6]. The focus of Cocolina C. is the problem of adapting coope-
ratives to the global trends of globalization and internationalization [7].

Without diminishing the importance of their scientific developments,
it should be noted that, in the majority of cases, the international cooperative
movement considered from the standpoint of the institutional mechanisms
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of its development, and only a few works in a generalized form cover issues
of the modern structure, forms and methods of activity of the international
cooperative movement.

Besides, insufficient attention is paid to the study of the principles of
governance and opportunities for regional cooperatives as a means of deve-
loping international economic activity.

In view of the above, the aim of the article is to investigate the
strategic directions of the European Consumer Cooperative Community acti-
vities and the prospects of network development in the context of increased
integration and globalization.

Materials and methods. The research methods used in the process of
writing the article involve the application of general scientific and empirical
techniques based on a systematic approach. The following methods of gene-
ral theoretical and empirical research were used in the article: generali-
zation, comparison, analysis and synthesis, formalization.

Results. Favourable institutional conditions for international coopera-
tive cooperation and integration of the cooperative sector of different count-
ries have been created in Europe today. Particularly active support for the
activities of cooperative organizations is influenced by European economic
institutions (European Commission, ICA Europe, Coordination Committee
of the European Cooperative Association (CCACE), European Cooperative
Projects Project) and supranational organizations, in particular UN specia-
lized agencies (International Labour Organization (ILO), World Food and
Agriculture Organization, Organization for Education, Culture and Science
(UNESCO), Organization for Industrial Development (UNIDO), Capital
Fund the Development (UNCDF).

The last decade for the European Union’s cooperatives was marked by
a concentration of efforts in three main areas: expanding the scope of coope-
rative associations, improving cooperative legislation, and recognizing the
EU’s political structures as cooperatives of the right place in realizing the
tasks relevant to the European community [10].

The analysis of both the world and European experience of the coope-
rative sector of the economy proves the vital role of consumer cooperatives
in economic development, especially during the transformation processes. It
is in the part of consumer co-operation that the current international coope-
rative movement characterizes extremely positive trends: the growth of volu-
mes of activity; the penetration of cooperation in new spheres of human life
(recreation, education, health); revitalization of cooperative activity in the
financial sphere, especially in terms of lending and insurance; increasing the
number and increasing the role of multi-functional cooperatives and con-
sumer societies in the cooperative sector of the economy; increasing the role
of international cooperation at the regional and global levels.

The "oldest" organization in the European Cooperative Network is the
European Consumer Cooperatives Association [4]. Founded in 1957 by the
Cooperative Unions of the Common Market, the European Community of
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Consumer Cooperatives became one of the first non-governmental organi-
zations recognized by the European Commission. For members of its asso-
ciation, EuroCoop offers tools for interacting with the European Union
institutions (European Parliament, European Commission, Council of the
European Union) to lobby for the interests of consumer co-operation in the
European area.

Today the union of EuroCoop members is the strongest retail and retail
association in Europe, with an annual turnover of around 80 billion euros.
By combining 36 thousand sales outlets, 700 thousand workers in Europe,
7 thousand cooperative organizations at the local and regional level into
a single trading network, the European cooperative consumer network serves
34 million consumers every day [11].

EuroCoop represents and supports the structure and functioning of
European consumer cooperatives. First of all, as a result of close coope-
ration with the European Economic and Social Committees, the interests of
European consumer co-operation are well represented in the decisions of the
European Parliament. The activities of EuroCoop are implemented, in particu-
lar, by the organization’s participation in various forums such as the EFSA
Partner Platform, various advisory groups and platforms within the Euro-
pean Commission (EU Platform for Action on Food, Physical Activity and
Health), European Retail Forum, European Consumer Consultative Group
"ECCG", Consultative Group on the Food Network and Animal and Plant
Health, and others. Besides, according to an agreement with the International
Cooperative Alliance, EuroCoop provides support to the World Consumers’
Cooperative Organization (CCW) [12].

Within its activities, at the head of the European Consumer Coopera-
tion Network, EuroCoop realizes four main goals in the interests of consumers:

« promotion of economic and social goals of members of consumer
cooperatives to European institutions;

. protection of a responsible and ethical approach to food, sustainable
development of the European level of consumption;

. informing the members of the organization about European policies
and initiatives related to their activities;

« providing a forum for the exchange of information and coordination
of the general interests of members of the organization.

Also, the organizational goals of the association are to promote the ob-
jecttives of the International Cooperative Alliance and to support policies and ini-
tiatives at the national level aimed at developing national cooperative networks.

Summarizing the peculiarities of the activities of the European com-
munity of consumer cooperatives, in our opinion, the main directions of its
activity should be considered: target, fundamental-organizational and stra-
tegic, which are reflected in the relevant policies (figure). EuroCoop’s work
is based on cooperative values and principles, contributing to the creation of
a cooperative model as a means of creating a more democratic, responsible
and just Europe.
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The sector-specific direction of activity corresponds to the peculia-
rities of functioning of enterprises and organizations of the European net-
work of consumer co-operation, which reflected in the food policy and acti-
vities of retail enterprises.

The food policy of consumer associations of the European network
should be based on the principles of safety, quality, availability, sustainable
development and information for consumers. The main points of this activity
reflected in relations with the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA), and
also play a key role in many discussions related to health, nutrition, quality
and safety of food products. The main ingredients of the EuroCoop food
policy are health and nutrition; local production; new technology.

Most consumer cooperatives work, first of all, as a network of retai-
lers and, of course, depend on EU policies aimed at businesses in the retail
sector. Key points of activity of retail enterprises are equal conditions for all
types of enterprises; availability of goods and services for consumers; elimi-
nating food supply chain imbalances; the role of private brands.

The fundamental-organizational direction of activity based on the
basic features of the functioning of enterprises and organizations of coope-
rative form of management, which reflected in the policy of cooperative iden-
tity and consumer policy. Key emphasis on cooperative identity policy is coope-
rative law; cooperative social responsibility; membership; consolidation.

The main priorities of the European Consumer Cooperative Network
are the rights, aspirations and interests of consumers as direct owners of enter-
prises and organizations. The key focus of consumer policy is education and
consumer information; product safety; consumer rights and collective redress.

As enterprises created by consumers for consumers, the strategic aspi-
rations of consumer cooperatives are based on the "community care" prin-
ciple, aimed at ensuring economic, social and environmental sustainability.
The key emphasis of sustainable development policies is fair trade; viable
consumption and production; climate change.

Conclusion. The highest coordinating body of consumer co-operative
retailers and the "voice" of the network of cooperative retailers in Europe is
EuroCoop, an organization that unites national unions of consumer coope-
ratives in 19 European countries and Israel [5]. The key to the successful
operation of the European Consumer Cooperative Network EuroCoop is the
use of the existing unity of the cooperative movement, the realization of the
economic and social potential of the system aimed at supporting the func-
tioning of the consumer cooperatives of the European level.

In the coming years, the main activities of EuroCoop related to the
implementation of the project of the International Cooperative Alliance
"Cooperative Decade of Confident Growth". The project strategy consists of
five components and aims at ensuring the further development of the global
cooperative network by lobbying the main advantages of a cooperative busi-
ness model of management: participation: the cooperative business model
gives people the opportunity to participate; constancy: the cooperative busi-
ness model creates economic, social and environmental sustainability; identity:
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the cooperative business model, being identical (determined by the values
and principles of cooperation), places the person in the basis of the decision-
making process; the legal framework: the cooperative business model requi-
res guaranteed favourable legal norms for its growth; capital: a cooperative
business model requires cooperative capital with strict membership control.

Interconnectivity of the components of the project forms its integrity
and defines the main goals of the activities of international organizations to
coordinate the cooperative movement at the present stage: to bring partici-
pation in the membership and management to a new level; to develop coope-
ratives as guarantors of sustainability; to ensure co-operative identity; Ensure
a favourable legal framework for cooperative growth; provide reliable coope-
rative capital, guaranteeing membership control.

All the above shows the formation of decent organizational and legal
principles of European co-operative cooperation and the creation of favou-
rable conditions for the functioning and development of cooperative acti-
vities in Europe.

It should be noted that today there are all the necessary historical and
institutional prerequisites for the development of international economic
collaboration of Ukraine’s consumer cooperation with this reputable Euro-
pean cooperative institution. Against this background, the prospects for further
research are to substantiate directions and develop measures aimed at maxi-
mizing the full benefits and potential of collaboration between the national
cooperative system and European and world cooperative institutions.
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Tpuniox H. Koonepamuena cnoscusua mepesca €Egponu.

Ilocmanoseka npoonemu. 1on06Ha meHOeHYis PO3BUMK)Y CYUACHO20 KOONepamus-
HO20 pYXy — AKMUGi3ayis MidCHAPOOH020 CNiBPOOIMHUYMEA HA PESiOHATLHOMY U CGImo-
oMy pisHsx. B ymoeax enobanizayii ekoHomixu ma iHpopmayitinoi peontoyii eKOHOMIYHA
JoYiNbHICMb AKMUBI3ayii cnignpayi KOONepamuHux op2anizayii 3Haxo0Ums c8oe 8i00opa-
JiCeHHsl 8 DLIbUL eheKMUBHOMY MeXAHI3MI pecypPCHO20 3abe3neuents OLIbHOCMI, Mooep-
Hizayil 6UPOOHUYMBEA, BNPOBAOICEHHI HOBUX MEXHOA02IU, OOMIHI 00C8i0OM [ ni020mosyi
Kaopie moujo.

Ananiz ocmannix 0ocnioxycens I nyonikauiii nokazas, wo HedOCMAmMHs Yy8acd
NPUOINAECMBCS OOCTIONCEHHAM 3ACa0 YNPAGHIHHS § MONCIUBOCIEN DISLTbHOCIE PE2iOHATLHUX
KOONepamuHux CRismosapucme sik 3aco0y po36UmKY MidHCHaApOOHOI eKOHOMIYHOTL OITbHOCH.

Mema cmammi — 00CiOdNCeHHsT cMpameziuHux Hanpamie Jdisnvhocmi €sponeli-
CbK020 CHIBMOBAPUCTNBA CNONACUBHUUX KOONEPAMUBI6 I NepcneKmue po3eUmKy Mepedici
8 YM0BAX NOCUNEHHs inmezpayii i 2nodanizayii.

Mamepianu ma memoou. Y npoyeci 00CniOH#CeHHsA 3dCMOCOBAHO 3A2ANbHOHAYKOBI
ma emMnipuyHi nputiomu, wo 6a3yImMucs Ha CUCMEMHOMY NIOX00i, BUKOPUCTIAHO MEmOOU
V3a2aIbHeHHsl, NOPIGHSAHHSA, aHANi3y | cunmesy, Qopmanizayii.

Pesynomamu 0ocniodcenns. Ananiz sax c8imoeoco, mMaK i €6PORECbK020 00CBI0Y
OIANLHOCI KOONEPAMUBHO20 CEKMOPA EKOHOMIKU 0080OUMb BANCIUBY POb CHONCUBHUX
KOONepamugie y po3gUmKy eKOHOMIKU, 0COOMUBO R0 YaC MPAHCEHOPMAYIUHUX Npoyecis.
Came 6 yacmumi cnoscuyol Koonepayii cyuacHutl MidcHapoOHUti KOONEPAMUSHULL PYX XAPaK-
MepusyIoms NO3UMUGHI MeHOeHYii: 3poCmanis 00cs2i8 JiAbHOCMI; NPOHUKHEHHS Koone-
payii 8 HoGi chepu M0OCLKOL HCUMMEITLHOCTI, 3POCMAHHS KITbKOCMI Ma Nio8ULeHH s
poni 6azamopyHKYiOHATbHUX KOONEepamugie ma CnoXCUgYux mosapucme y Koonepamueg-
HOMY CEKMOpPI eKOHOMIKU, NIOBUWEHHs POI MIJCHAPOOHO20 CRiBpOOIMHUYMEA HA pecio-
HanvHoMY U enobanvrHomy pienax. Oxapakmepuzo8ano OisnibHicmes €8poneiicbkoeo cnigmo-
sapucmea cnoxcusuux koonepamugie (EuroCoop), wo cmano oouicto 3 neputux Heypsaoosux
opeaHizayii, eusHaHux €8ponelcbKo KOMICIEN, Wo NpedCmasisoms ma niOmpumyoms
CmpyKmypy i GyHKYIOHY8AHHSA CNOINCUBYUX KOONEPAMUBIE E6PONEUCLKO20 DIBHSI.

Bucnoexu. Huni ocrnoeni nanpsimxu oisinenocmi EuroCoop nog’sizami 3 peanizayiero
npoexmy Misxcnapoonozo koonepamusnozo anvancy "Koonepamuene decamupivus enes-
HEeHO20 3pOCmanHA", CHpAMO6aH020 Ha 3abe3neyenHs NoOAIbUL020 PO3BUMKY C8IMOGOT
KOONepamugHoi mepexci WisAxom N100il08aHHs I OCHOBHUX Nepesaz KOOnepamueHoi 6izHec-
MoOeNi 20cno0aproBamHsl.

Hasguicmo incmumyyitinux nepedymog O0jisi PO3GUMKY MINCHAPOOHO2O €KOHOMIU-
HO20 CRigpoOIimHUYmMea cnodicusuoi xoonepayii Yxpainu 3 yicio agmopumemHor €epo-
nelcbKoi0 KOONEepamuHoI0 iIHCIMUmMyyicio 00yMo8at0€ nooanbili 00CIIONCEHHs 8 HANPAMKY
OOTPYHMYBAHHA PO3POOKU 3aX00i8, CNPAMOBAHUX HA MAKCUMATbHE SUKOPUCMAHHA 8CiX
nepegaz ma NOMEHYIUHUX MOMCIUBOCMEU CRIeNpayi HAYIOHANbHOI KOONEpamueHoi cucmemu
3 €8PONENUCLKUMU A CEIMOBUMU KOONEPAMUBHUMU THCIMUMYYIAMU.

Kniouoei crnoea: xoonepallis, CIIO)KMBYa KOOIIEpaLlisl, €BPOIEHChKAa KOONIEPaTHBHA
cnoxwuBua mepexa, EuroCoop.
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